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persuade others, whether soldiers or munition workers, to
abandon their allegiance or to discontinue their effort?*^   <

You made it clear to me that you would not regard
treatment of that nature as adequate in the conditions of
India, and that you regarded it as essential that in India,
where in your judgment conditions were wholly different
from those existing in Great Britain, the Indian objector,
either to all war as such, or to the participation of India
in the present war, should be untrammelled in the expres-
sion of his views.

It emerged further from our conversation that, while
you would not yourself preach to workers engaged on war
work at the actual works, in an endeavour there to dissuade
them from working on war equipment, you would regard
it as essential that it should be open to Congressmen and
non-Congressmen alike to deliver addresses and otherwise
to call upon people throughout the country to refrain from
assisting India's war effort in any way which would involve
India's participation in bloodshed.

I listened with the utmost care and attention to your
argument, and our examination of the situation has been
full and close. I felt bound, however, in the outcome, to
make it clear to you that action such as you suggest would
certainly amount not only to the inhibition of India's war
effort, but to that embarrassment of Great Britain in the
prosecution of the war which the Congress state that they
are anxious to avoid; and that it would clearly not be pos-
sible in the interests of India herself, more particularly at
this most critical juncture in the war, to acquiesce in the
interference with the war effort which would be involved
in freedom of speech so wide as that for which you had
asked.

Gandhiji's Reply

Dear Lord linlithgow,

I have your letter of even date. It fairly sets forth the
Congress position as I placed it before you. It is a matter of
deep regret to me that the Government have not been able
to appreciate the Congress position, meant just to satisfy
the bare requirements of the people, whether Congressmen